Innovator 2

BEFORE

ARCHITECTURE
BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN TRADITIONAL AND MODERN
FOR A FAMILY THAT BELIEVES IN TRANSPARENCY

Customized Cape
Cardello’s interventions into the
back of the structure included
opening up the windows, cutting
off the top of one of the gables,
and adding a sense of geometric
striation to the overall elevation.
The dining room (right), with an
eye-level fireplace set into a
structural column, is outfitted with
A. Rudin dining chairs. Chandelier
is from Arteriors. In the master
bathroom (bottom right), a
WetStyle tub takes advantage of
sweeping views. In the master
bedroom (below), armchairs are
upholstered in a Kravet fabric;
headboard in a Duralee fabric.
See Resources.

WHEN ROBERT CARDELLO’S CLIENTS,

a young couple who inherited this traditional Cape
ROBERT A. Cod-style house on Stamford’s Shippan peninsula,
CARDELLO approached him for help with a renovation, the home
ARCHITECTS was full of doilies, Victorian furniture, antiques and
had a big fireplace that sat, he says, “right in the middle of the house.” What
they wanted was the opposite: an open plan full of connectivity and flow, not
to mention light, air and the constant sensation of space.
“It became very transparent,” he says of what his firm did with the plan,
once Cardello accepted that the couple wasn’t open to the easier (he thought)

idea of starting from scratch. So, he opened up the house, creating a bridgelike connection between the master suite and the children’s bedrooms on the
second floor. Then, he used that catwalk to horizontally delineate the dining
room, which is located near the front entrance, all while forcing perspectives
out toward framed views of the water. With transparency as the name of
the game, Cardello opened up sightlines along the back of the house over the
water on both stories. And he created a flatter, more modern look by chopping the top off of one of the existing gables and re-framing the windows that
overlook a sunken fire pit area and lap pool to create a Mondrian-esque pattern of glass expanse and purposeful view.
To see more, visit cottagesgardens.com/2014ctcgidas
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